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PRESENTATION IN MEMORY OF DR. LEW YOUNG

Lew Young, Chief of the EAAFP Secretariat with a group of Philippine students and their teacher. 

Photo - Society for the 
Conservation of Philippine 
Wetlands (SCPW).



WHAT IS EAAFP?

The East Asian-Australasian Flyway Partnership (EAAFP) works to ensure 
migratory birds and their habitats are recognized and conserved for the 
benefit of people and biodiversity. 

Made up of partners including Governments, International Non-Government 
Organizations (NGOs) and Inter-Governmental organizations.

Alaskans Leading at EAAFP:

-Pete Probasco, FWS retired, EAAFP Chair

-Rick Lanctot, FWS, Shorebird Working Group Chair

-Robb Kaler, FWS, Seabird Working Group Chair



…
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WHAT IS CEPA?

CEPA - Communication, Education, Participation, and Awareness

EAAFP CEPA Working Group strives to raise awareness of the Flyway and its 
importance so that people at local, national, and international levels participate in 
and support actions that will contribute to the conservation of migratory waterbirds
and their habitat. 

The EAAFP CEPA Action Plan is targeted at diverse implementers of the EAAFP, such 
as the Secretariat, Government Focal Point, Inter-governmental Organization, 
International NGO, Site and Visitor Center Managers, CEPA Working Group, and 
EAAFP Task Forces.



CEPA ACTION PLAN



Workshop Goal: Share experiences and case studies so that we can learn from each 
other and discuss opportunities for working closer together in the future. 



CEPA WORKSHOP
Representatives from South Korea, Russia, Japan, Philippines, Myanmar, North Korea, China, 
Singapore, New Zealand, Australia, USA, EAAFP Secretariat, and National Geographic

The CEPA Working Group Delegation. Photo - SCPW



KEYS TO SUCCESSFUL CEPA ACTIONS
* Strong commitment/support from the community – Australia

* Working closely with local communities to find a joint solution for protection of the birds – Russia

* Having a champion to push the activity along – USA

* Flexibility and persistence in approach – USA

* Successful engagement with key government decision makers – Myanmar 

* Collaboration with a range of partners – Hong Kong

* Keep it simple – so that language and having many partners are not barriers – Hong Kong

* Longevity and continuity for sustainability – Singapore

* Needs to benefit people as well as birds – Russia

* Local economic incentive – Philippines



HONG KONG CHINA AND OTHERS –
JOURNEY OF THE SPOONBILL SANDPIPER
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=INu1Z5xHeWQ

500 children

12 locations in 8 countries

Each child colored one picture, which were digitally stitched together into an 
animation and shared back with the schools

Available in English and Mandarin Chinese



NEW ZEALAND – THE FLOCK

Designed to raise awareness of bar-tailed godwit and red knot

Volunteers cut wooden templates and children colored them, then they planted the 
flock in public places

Targeted children initially, but attracted many adults

Flocks may migrate 

Easily replicated in other countries



NORTH KOREA

Accepted as the 18th country in EAAFP Dec 2018

Sent two participants to the Workshop

Presented on conservation issues and outreach opportunities

Many overlapping issues with the rest of the flyway 

Interested in spoonbill sandpiper monitoring collaboration



PHILIPPINES

Society for the Conservation of Philippine Wetlands trains 
famers to manage cropland for birds and lead bird tours.

Only 90 minutes north of Manila, this area has great 
potential to attract wildlife watchers while maintaining 
agricultural production.

Economic benefits should encourage bird conservation.

Touring rice fields with local farmers.  
Photo - SCPW



Local farmers, who now also operate as tour guides. 
Photo - SCPW

Birds of the Philippines (from top left, clockwise): common 
kingfisher, long-tailed shrike, purple heron, chestnut munia, 
white-collared kingfisher, black-winged stilt. Photos - BLM



KNOT DRAWING CONTEST

Red knots and great knots

Open to all countries in EAAF for 4 months in 2018

Outreach in 4 languages

Three groups (children, teenagers, adults)

149 pictures submitted

Judged on message: intent, clarity, uniqueness, attractiveness, craftsmanship, and 
complexity



A lonely knot (Jio Lee, South Korea)



Hoping for Harmonious Home (Ho Wan Ching, Hong Kong)



Harmonic Living with Red Knots (Ratih Dewanti, Indonesia)



NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 
MIGRATORY BIRD YOUTH 
SEMINAR 

National Geographic-sponsored seminar for ~150 high 
school students from the metro Manila area. 

Students were eager to learn, and have not had much 
exposure to natural habitats and migratory birds. 

Presentations focused on birds, habitat, and various 
research and monitoring activities from throughout the 
flyway. 

Field trip to one of the only patches of natural habitat in 
the Manila area.



Bird watching with a group of Philippine students at the NatGeo Migratory Bird Youth Seminar. Photo - SCPW



BLM STORY

…



BRINGING PEOPLE TOGETHER
Despite many differences, collaborating on migratory bird 
conservation can bring people and countries closer together, and can 
be a model for other international issues.

Photo - SCPW



POTENTIAL COLLABORATION TOPICS

Bar-tailed godwit 

Red knot

Pacific golden plover

Plastic garbage

Festival support and coordination

Other flyways



EXCHANGES

Biologists and managers visit offices and field sites in partner countries to learn about 
research, management, outreach, and build relationships.



MY COMMITMENT
To share CEPA ideas and inspiration in Alaska, get more Alaskans involved, and 
increase collaboration.

WHAT ARE YOUR IDEAS?
Can I help you connect with our partners?

Photo: M. Robards/WCS



CEPA – NOT JUST FOR THE PUBLIC!

Engage decision makers.



THANK YOU!

Casey Burns

BLM Alaska Wildlife and Threatened & Endangered 
Species Program Lead 

(907) 271-3128

ctburns@blm.gov

U.S. Department of the Interior

Bureau of Land Management


