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The Philippines is an archipelago with thousands of islands and a very long
coastline estimated to be as long as 36,000 kilometers. The Philippines can
therefore be considered as one big wetland with a very long coastal zone
and with many fresh water bodies.



Waterbirds

◦ known natural reservoir of the bird flu virus;

◦ the bird flu virus normally carried by these birds have been 

identified as benign or classified as LPAI (lowly pathogenic avian 

influenza) virus

◦ however, they have been tagged as potential carriers of the Highly 

Pathogenic Avian Influenza virus

◦ H5N1 strain has been found in at least 75 species of WILD birds



Risks of interaction with waterbirds

– Waterbirds favor wetlands, such as freshwater, brackish and coastal 
wetlands, as well as grasslands, forests and agricultural habitats

– Increased interaction with domestic poultry

– Increased chances of transmission of diseases, parasites, etc



Common Diseases

– Infectious Bursal Disease

– Infectious bronchitis

– Avian tuberculosis

– Fowl Cholera

– Infectious laryngotracheitis

– Newcastle Disease

– Avian Influenza / Bird flu

Pisik, Halak, Peste



Reported Disease Outbreaks
Newcastle Disease 

– January 2015 after Typhoon Nona in December

– Tarlac, Pampanga, Nueva Ecija, Laguna

– Affected: poultry

Avian Influenza (H5N6)

– August 2017

– Pampanga, Nueva Ecija

– Affected: poultry, quails



Measures to minimize interaction

Kill or chase away the birds?

Disinfect the lands?



– Strictly implement Good Animal Husbandry Practices (as 
recommended by the ASEAN Working Group on 
Livestock)

– Improve farm biosecurity

Measures to minimize interaction





Avian 

Influenza

Protection

Program
Disease Control Measures

 Precautions at the borders
 Monitoring
 Screening
 Targeted Surveillance
 Movement Control Inside the Country

If there will be HPAI,

 Stamping Out
 Zoning
 Vaccination Prohibited

The DA AIPP MOP seeks to provide guidance in the
government action in preventing the entry of Avian
Influenza in the Philippines (Stage 1) as well as disease
response in the event of an incursion (Stage 2). The
Department of Health, through the Philippine
Preparedness and Response Plan for Pandemic and
Avian Influenza, provides guidance in the event of Avian
Influenza transmission to human beings.



DENR Role in the AIPP
– Intensify monitoring of waterbird habitats  during bird migration season 

and AI outbreak 

– Conduct surveillance in identified high-risk areas to regularly monitor 
wild bird population 

• early detection 

• enhance knowledge  on avian influenza viruses associated with  wild birds in 
the Philippines

– Release public advisory on precautionary measures 

– Suspend/disapprove permits, as appropriate

– Continuously monitor the population of migratory birds 

• provide data on waterbirds and their habitats  as reference for surveillance 
work, mapping of AI high risk areas, land use planning



Responsible Birding (ecotourism)

– Maintain and observe safe distance 
between the birds and the observers

• Can use hides, blinds, etc.

– Avoid causing stress

• On the birds and fellow birders

– Follow the guidelines



Creating the Philippine Inter-Agency 
Committee on Zoonoses (PhiICZ), 

Defining Its Powers, Functions, 
Responsibilities, Other Related 

Matters and Providing Funds Thereof

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE PHILIPPINES

Administrative Order No. 10



Joint Department Administrative Order
GUIDELINES TO OPERATIONALIZE THE PHILIPPINE INTER-
AGENCY COMMITTEE ON ZOONOSES (PhiICZ)

Guidelines for the effective operation of the Philippine Inter-
Agency Committee on Zoonoses (PhiICZ) as the functional and 
sustainable “One Health” mechanism to strengthen the 
coordination between the animal-human health and 
environment sectors to prevent and control zoonotic diseases
at the national and local levels.” 



The DOH shall serve as the lead agency on the prevention and control of 
zoonotic diseases in humans.

The DA shall serve as the lead agency on the prevention and control of 
zoonotic diseases in livestock, poultry and other domestic animals.

The DENR shall serve as the lead agency on zoonotic diseases in wild 
fauna.

Department Roles



All agencies shall:

- Develop and disseminate policies, guidelines, and issuances on zoonotic 
diseases;

- Provide epidemiologic data on zoonotic diseases as basis for policy 
formulation and decision-making;  

- Provide accurate and timely information to specific target audiences;

- Undertake research priorities and ensure dissemination and use of 
research findings; 

- Serve as chairperson, vice-chairperson and secretariat of the Committee. 

Department Responsibilities



What to do when there is a dead 
migratory/waterbird

1. Do not touch the bird! Secure the carcass.

2. Inform the authorities.

3. These agencies will properly collect the 
carcass and submit to the laboratory.

4. Continuously monitor for possible 
additional mortalities.



Reporting flow (lifted from the JDAO)



Current efforts
Issuance of Public Advisory
- at the onset of bird migration
- during outbreaks, as notified by  

BAI



Wildlife Disease Surveillance
First activity: March 2018, Pampanga

Follow-up activity: November 2018, Pampanga

Catch and release activity

Samples were collected from a total of 120 birds, 25 species

Samples were submitted and examined at the BAI-Philippine 
Animal Health Center / Veterinary Disease Diagnostic 
Laboratory

ALL NEGATIVE. 
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